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Ms. Isabel Batista, EFRAG Senior Technical manager, Belgium. Isabel 

joined EFRAG in July 2006. She has led and worked on several IASB 

projects and EFRAG research work, including accounting for goodwill and 

impairment, consolidation, deferred taxation, and rate-regulated activities.  

Prior to joining EFRAG, Isabel worked for KPMG for 15 years as an auditor 

and member of the IFRS Desk in KPMG Brussels supporting the application 

of IFRS to international organisations. Previously she worked for KPMG 

Johannesburg and participated in various secondments to regional KPMG 

offices. Prior to that she was a financial Accountant at Barlow Rand in South 

Africa.  

Isabel graduated with a Bachelors degree in Accounting from WITS university in South Africa and an Honours 

degree in Accounting Science from the university of UNISA in South Africa.  

Mr. Hans Buysse. Partner at Clairfield Benelux. Chairman of the Belgian 

Association of Financial Analysts (www.abaf-bvfa.be), EFFAS Board member and 

Treasurer (www.effas.org), XBRL International Board member, member of the 

ESMA Corporate Reporting Standing Committee’s Consultative Working Group 

(www.esma.europa.eu) and Board member of EFRAG. 

Hans has more than 20 years of banking and Corporate Finance experience within 

the energy & utilities sector, telecom, real estate and infrastructure.  He has 

extensive experience in Structured Finance, Financial Restructuring, Strategic 

Advisory, Valuations and PPP. He started his career at KU Leuven, as a research 

assistant, moved to Generale Bank in 1992 (Corporate Banking, Group Treasury (financial markets) and Central 

Credit Department). He cofounded the Corporate Finance division at Deloitte & Touche Belgium in 1997, worked 

as a partner for KPMG Corporate Finance up to 2007 and at NIBC Bank Belgium where he was head of Advisory.  

He holds a master degree in Applied economics, specialized in finance, a master degree in management and a 

degree in Tax. He is a Certified European Financial Analyst (FSA accredited) and teaches at both the Vlerick 

Business School and the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. 

 

http://www.abaf-bvfa.be/
http://www.effas.org/
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Mr. Stefan Bielmeier, Head of Research and Economics at DZ Bank, 

Chairman DVFA and EFFAS Board member. Germany. After obtaining his 

degree in Economics, Stefan Bielmeier started his career at Deutsche Bank 

AG in 1996. In June 2010 Stefan Bielmeier joined DZ BANK, where he is Head 

of Research and Economics and Chief Economist. In addition, Stefan 

Bielmeier sits on several committees. 

Besides his responsibilities at DZ BANK, Stefan Bielmeier is also Chairman of 

the Executive Board of the German Association for Financial Analysis and 

Asset Management (DVFA - Deutsche Vereinigung für Finanzanalyse und 

Asset Management e.V.), the society of investment professionals in Germany. 

The goal of the DVFA and its members is to foster the image of the profession, to enhance the conditions in which 

it is exercised and to promote the public’s appreciation of it. 

 

 Dr. Damian Borth, Director Deep Learning Competence, German Center for 

Artificial Intelligence. Germany. Dr. Damian Borth is the Director of the Deep 

Learning Competence Center at the German Research Center for Artificial 

Intelligence (DFKI) in Kaiserslautern, the Principle Investigator of the NVIDIA 

AI Lab at the DFKI, and founding co-director of Sociovestix Labs, a social 

enterprise in the area of financial data science. Damian‘s research focuses on 

large-scale machine learning and in particular deep learning to mine insights 

from data streams. His work has been awarded by NVIDIA at GTC Europe 

2016, the Best Paper Award at ACM ICMR 2012 and the McKinsey Business 

Technology Award 2011. Damian currently serves as a member of the steering group at the VolkswagenStiftung, 

the review committee at the Baden-Wurttemberg Stiftung, the assessment committee for the Investment Innovation 

Benchmark (IIB) and several other steering- and program committees of international conferences and workshops. 

Damian did his postdoctoral research at UC Berkeley and the International Computer Science Institute (ICSI) in 

Berkeley, where he was involved in big data projects at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. He received 

his PhD from the University of Kaiserslautern and the German Research Center for Artificial Intelligence (DFKI). 

During that time, Damian stayed as a visiting researcher at the Digital Video and Multimedia Lab at Columbia 

University. Starting from September 2018, Damian will be responsible for the chair in Artificial Intelligence and 

Machine Learning at the University of St. Gallen (HSG) and will be responsible to build up a new data and computer 

science faculty at the University of St. Gallen. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjfj9L56eHbAhXBDewKHQR4Ct4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.tedxstuttgart.com/events/2016-2/damian-borth/&psig=AOvVaw3Bo3IQa1nf2I6UJ8uKGhj8&ust=1529569863680873
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 Mr. Antonio Cortina, Director of the Studies Service. Banco Santander, 

Madrid. Spain. Mr Cortina is Deputy Director of Economic Research in Banco 

Santander. He joined the Santander’s Research Department in 1999 where 

was in charge of the Latin American economies.  

Prior to that Mr. Cortina worked at the Bank of Spain´s Research Department 

as Economist and Banesto´s Treasury and Capital Markets Division 

Department as Director of Financial Markets Research 

 

 

 

Mr. Bernard Coupez, Member of the Board, Autorité des Marchés Financiers, 

France. Bernard is a financial executive with broad experiences in different but 

complementary fields of expertise: Fund management industry activities: private 

banking manager, asset allocation officer, buy-side research production or 

management, European and domestic regulatory constraints in financial markets 

environment.  Financial Analysis on European companies, macro-economic and 

macro-financial issues. Academic and management training: mainly in advanced 

practise in financial analysis, corporate financial reporting for investors and 

regulation in finance industry. Advising small-size companies on financial issues: 

director acting as chief financial officer or treasurer for early-stage start-ups as well as more mature small 

companies. Real-estate investing: Direct experiences in European and Asian countries as managing director of 3 

family real estate companies. Specialisations: Fund management, corporate financial reporting, financial markets 

regulatory environment, government or international financial professional organisations liaison. 
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Prof. Dr. Leef H. Dierks, Professor for Finance and International Capital 

Markets. Lübeck University of Applied Sciences. Member of the EFFAS 

Capital Market Comission. Germany. Leef was appointed Professor for 

Finance and International Capital Markets at Lübeck University of Applied 

Sciences in winter semester 2013/14. Guest professorships led him to 

the German-Jordanian University in Amman, Jordan, Chiang Mai 

University in Thailand and the Zhejiang University of Technology in 

Hangzhou, China, amongst others. In between 2010 and 2013 Dr. Dierks 

served as Global Head of Covered Bond Strategy at US-investment bank 

Morgan Stanley in London. Previously, he worked as a Vice President analysing the European fixed income 

markets at Barclays Capital in Frankfurt. 

 In 2006, Leef earned a doctoral degree (magna cum laude) for his research on “The impact of trust as a 

determinant of consumer behaviour under uncertainty – an empirical analysis of consumers’ reactions to a random 

external shock in Europe” at the Christian-Albrechts-University at Kiel. Following longer stays in Pretoria, South 

Africa and Mexico-City, Mexico, Leef studied economics as well as business administration at the Universidad 

Torcuato Di Tella in Buenos Aires, Argentina and the Christian-Albrechts-University at Kiel from 1997 to 2003. 

Within the scope of his diploma thesis, he investigated the “Predictability of Currency Crises” at the Kiel Institute 

for the World Economy (IfW). Dr. Dierks has been awarded the Faculty of Economics’ “Lecturer of the Year Award” 

in 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 and is a liaison professor of the German Academic Scholarship Foundation (SddV). 

 

Ms. Muriel Faure, Member of the board of the French financial markets authority 

(AMF). France. Muriel has spent the vast majority of her career working in asset 

management as founder and CEO of a leading French asset manager 

specialised in international digital equities dedicated to professional investors. 

She is also Head of Innovation committee at the French asset management 

association (AFG). She graduated of ESSEC Business School and French 

Society of Financial Analysts (SFAF). 
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Mr. Ralf Frank. Secretary General & Managing Director, DVFA. Ralf Frank joined 

DVFA in 2002. He has been Managing Director of DVFA since 2004, and Secretary 

General of the association since 2011.  

Prior to his current positions Ralf held several senior management positions at a 

US-American industrial machinery manufacturer and senior staff at a pan-

European management consulting firm. He studied in Brussels, Essen, Manchester 

and Sheffield and an M.A. in Sociology & Communications from Essen University 

and an MBA from Sheffield Hallam University. He is author of several articles and 

publications on finance, banking, financial communications, and sustainability. He 

is an appreciated speaker and panellist in Germany and abroad. 

Ralf represents DVFA in several committees such as the Advisory Board of the German Financial Market 

Authorities BaFin, the Investors & Markets Advisory Committee (IMAC) of Deutsche Boerse. ln the past years he 

served as Best Practices Board of XBRL lnt. and as Council Member of the International Integrated Reporting 

Committee (IIRG). 

 

 

Mr. Javier de Frutos, Chairman of the EFFAS Financial Accounting 

Commission, Spain. Javier has extensive experience in global financial markets. 

He has worked for more than twenty years in investment banking for BBVA and 

participated in large private and public offerings and corporate transactions in 

Europe, North and Latin America. He has been responsible for the bank's 

international principal investments and serves on the board of several funds and 

portfolio companies. He started his career at The Bank of Tokyo, Ltd., in New 

York working as a credit analyst before joining BNP Paribas, formerly Beta 

Capital, in Madrid in 1987 as head of research for Iberian equities. Javier de 

Frutos is a graduate from the University of Madrid (Universidad Complutense) and earned a Master's degree in 

Economics from New York University. Javier is a regular lecturer on international financial reporting issues. 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/start/view-full-profile?_ed=0_naYkBwPIq6TErpnSILat4PIxeZUYQRYu6y-tkyZ0juIMb2AfjAKqigANDO586E3w&trk=pprof-0-ts-view_full-0
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  Mr. Andrea Gasperini, Head of Sustainability, AIAF and member of the EFFAS 

ESG Commission, Italy. Chartered Accountant and Auditor in Italy is AIAF Member 

(Italian Association for Financial Analysis) since 1993. Head of Sustainability area 

and of “ESG Observatory” which deals with all topics about Sustainable Finance. 

Andrea's professional commitments concern all the issues related to the Climate 

Change, among which great attention is about the risks and opportunities 

connected to the transition to a low carbon economy. Other professional 

competences are the analysis of the methods to identify and communicate the 

intangible assets and liabilities, the environmental, social and corporate 

governance factors (ESG), the Sustainability Report and the Integrated Report according to the IIRC framework. 

Andrea participate in initiatives promoted by national and international organizations about these topics. 

 

 

Mr. Jean Paul Gauzes, EFRAG Board President, European Financial Reporting 

Advisory Group (EFRAG), Belgium. Jean-Paul Gauzès has on 1 July 2016 been 

appointed as EFRAG Board President, nominated by the EC. Jean-Paul was from 

2004 till 2014 member of the European Parliament. During the whole of this period 

he was a member of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON). 

From 2008 till 2014 Jean-Paul Gauzès was the Coordinator of the European 

People's Party (EPP) Group in ECON. He has been the rapporteur on various 

important dossiers including the Directive on Alternative Investment Fund 

Managers (2010); the Regulation on the supervision of Credit Rating Agencies 

(2010); and the Regulation on the strengthening of economic and budgetary 

surveillance of Member States experiencing or threatened with serious difficulties with respect to their financial 

stability in the euro area (2012). 

He is a honorary member of the Bar at the Conseil d’Etat and the Cour de Cassation. From 1998 till 2007 Jean- 

Paul Gauzès was member of the Executive Board and Tax and Legal Director of Dexia Crédit Local.  From 1973 

till 1998 he worked as lawyer and legal counsel in France. 
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Mr. Salvatore Gnoni, Investor Protection and Intermediaries Team in the 

European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA). Salvatore Gnoni is 

responsible for the Investor Protection and Intermediaries Team in the European 

Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA). His area of responsibility include MiFID 

conduct of business and firms’ authorisation and organisational requirements. 

Recent achievements in this area include the adoption of ESMA product 

intervention measures, guidelines and Q&As on various topics (such as product 

governance, suitability, inducements) and other initiatives to strengthen 

supervisory convergence in the EU and promote cross-sectoral approaches 

among the ESAs.  

Prior to joining ESMA in 2013, Mr. Gnoni worked in the European Commission, where he was actively involved in 

several regulatory workstreams, including in particular the negotiation of MiFID II. Before joining the Commission 

in 2008, Mr. Gnoni worked as Senior Officer for CONSOB, the Italian securities regulator, and for Banca d’Italia, 

in different areas of regulation, supervision and enforcement concerning banks, investment firms and other 

financial institutions.  He has participated as a speaker in several events.  Mr. Gnoni is qualified to practice as an 

attorney. 

Mr. Serge Harry, Member of the Executive Committee, London Stock Exchange. 

England. Serge joined the London Stock Exchange Group (LSEG) in 2013, where 

he is a member of the Executive Committee as Chief of Staff to the Group's Chief 

Executive Officer and Group Coordinator of Corporate Strategy. He is also Group 

Country Head for France, Benelux and Germany. Serge Harry represents LSEG 

on the Board of Directors of LCH S.A., the Group's clearing house in the Euro 

zone. He is Chairman of MTS France, the European electronic trading market for 

sovereign debt, and Member of the board of Curve Global, an interest rate 

derivatives trading platform.  

From 2011 to 2013, Serge Harry was Senior Advisor to the Chief Executive Officer of LSEG. During that time, he 

worked on LSEG's acquisition of LCH Group. Before joining LSEG, Serge Harry held various senior management 

positions as member of Executive Committees in the financial markets sector, including Chief Financial Officer of 

Euronext Group from 2000 to 2007, where he managed the IPO in 2001; Head of Strategy at NYSE Euronext 

Group from 2007 to 2008; and Chairman and CEO of Bluenext, the world's leading carbon credit trading exchange, 

from 2008 to 2010. Serge Harry was Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the Paris Bourse from 1999 to 2000 where 

he was responsible for setting up the clearing house Clearnet and for preparing the merger between the 

Amsterdam and Brussels stock exchanges to create Euronext in 2000. Prior to that, he held various positions at 

SICOVAM (now Euroclear France) from 1983 to 1999, including that of General Secretary. 
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Mr. Jillis Herpers, Executive Director, MSCI. Jillis Herpers is an Executive Director 

and Head of ESG Client Coverage for EMEA at MSCI. 

Jillis has a financial markets background spanning more than 20 years, has worked 

at MSCI since 2006 and is based in London. He has been actively involved in 

building out the MSCI ESG Research business to being the largest ESG Ratings 

and Data provider in the world. In his current role at MSCI as Head of ESG Client 

Coverage for the EMEA region Jillis is responsible for all MSCI’s ESG sales and 

ESG consultant staff in this region and the clients they service. Prior to MSCI, Jillis 

worked for over 10 years in Fixed Income, first in The Netherlands at Rabobank and 

as of 2000 in London for WestLB and Cantor Fitzgerald.  

Jillis holds a bachelor’s Degree in business economics from the Amsterdam School of Business in The 

Netherlands. 

 

Dr. Andreas G. F. Hoepner is an Associate Professor of Finance at the ICMA 

Centre of Henley Business School. He is currently also serving as the Senior 

Academic Fellow to the United Nations supported Principles for Responsible 

Investment and as Senior Associate to the University of Cambridge’s Programme 

for Sustainability Leadership. He received his PhD from St Andrews in June 2010,  

Andrea´s research has won several awards including a 2012 Academy of 

Management Best Paper Proceeding, a 2010 PRI Academic Research Award, 

and 2011 and 2012 PRI/FIR Research Grant Awards. He publishes 

interdisciplinary in journals such as Ecological Economics, European Journal of 

Finance and Journal of Business Ethics and he is co-editor of the Cambridge 

Handbook of Institutional Investment and Fiduciary Duty. He has presented professionally relevant insights from 

his research to many international organisations such as Allianz Global Investors, AXA, Bloomberg, China 

Industrial Bank, China Securities Regulatory Commission, Deutsche Bank, Generation Investment, Hermes, IFC, 

MSCI, Nordea, Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan, Scottish Widows, Shanghai Pudong Development Bank or United 

Nations Global Compact. His presentations and interviews have been translated into Chinese, Danish, French, 

German and Japanese. 
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Mr. Richard Howitt. CEO, The International Integrated Reporting Council 

(IIRC). Richard Howitt is Chief Executive Officer of the International Integrated 

Reporting Council. As such he is spearheading the adoption of Integrated 

Reporting globally and is a major thought-leader in international debates on good 

corporate governance, shifting investment to the long-term and inclusive 

capitalism. Richard travels extensively internationally to meet with the over 1,500 

global businesses who are adopting Integrated Reporting as well as with 

advocates of Integrated Reporting in policy and investor communities. He is a 

member of the B20 group of international business leaders who dialogue with 

G20 governments. He is also a member of the EU’s multistakeholder platform on the implementation of the 

Sustainable Development Goals in the EU. Richard has spoken widely on issues of financial stability, sustainable 

development and capital market reform as part of the United Nations Forum on Business and Human Rights, the 

OECD Forum on Responsible Business Conduct, the UNCTAD Expert Group on International Standards of 

Accounting and Reporting and at other international fora. 

Richard has been involved in the evolution of Integrated Reporting from the outset, as a member of HRH The 

Prince of Wales Annual Forum on Accounting for Sustainability, and was at the original meeting of the Forum which 

led to the setting up of the IIRC in 2009.  He subsequently served as an Ambassador for the IIRC representing it 

at international meetings including the Rio +20 UN Summit for Sustainable Development before taking over as 

Chief Executive Officer in November 2016. 

Prior to being appointed to the IIRC, Richard served as an elected Member of the European Parliament for over 

twenty years and was rapporteur on corporate responsibility. In this capacity, he was key architect of the EU’s non-

financial information directive, one of the biggest transformations in corporate disclosure anywhere in the world. 

Mr. Julian Kruse, Fixed Income Portfolio Manager at Berenberg Asset 

Management, Hamburg / Germany. Since 2014 Julian is managing several mutual 

funds and segregated accounts within the quantitative asset management unit of 

Berenberg. Prior to his current position, he worked in the investment banking unit 

of Commerzbank (Dresdner Bank) as a senior originator in the debt capital markets 

division with a focus on financial institutions based in Spain, Portugal, Italy and 

France. He started his career in the banking industry at Deutsche Bank in 2001. 

Julian has a master-degree in economics (Diplom Volkswirt) from Humboldt 

University Berlin and holds the diploma as Certified International Investment 

Analyst (CIIA), Certified European Financial Analyst (CEFA) as well as Chartered Financial Data Scientist (CFDS). 
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Mr. Frank Klein. Managing Director. Global Client Group. Deutsche Asset 

Management International. Frank Klein is working for Deutsche Asset 

Management, which he re-joined in 2007. Having held a position within 

Deutsche Asset Management as Global Head of Product Management, he is 

currently working in institutional distribution for German corporate clients. 

Prior to this, he spent eleven years (1996-2007) at Sal. Oppenheim 

Kapitalanlagegesellschaft KAG, where he served in several positions: German 

and European equity portfolio management for domestic and foreign 

institutional clients, Head of mid and small cap team, Oppenheim Research: 

Head of equity buyside research. Before joining Sal. Oppenheim, Frank Klein worked for Deutsche Bank AG (1984-

1996) in a broad range of positions, mainly in the Asset Management area.  

Since 2008 he has been a board member of the German national member society DVFA; since 2011 he has been 

EFFAS EMC member and since 2015 member of the IIRC. Besides that, he has been a speaker at a number of 

national and international conferences. 

 

 

 Mr. Lionel Pellicer, Vice President SFAF and Head of Research at Alphavalue. 

France. Lionel PELLICER. currently (since 2008)  Head of Research  and part of 

the management board at Alphavalue, a leading independant european research 

house including about 30 analysts and a coverage of 480 companies. He priorily 

spent 18 years in various analyst positions at Fideuram Wargny (Broker)  and 

Avenir Finance (corporate finance). He began his carrier in big industrial 

compaies, namely Schlumberger and Essilor after a Master of Science at Ecole 

Centrale Paris (1994). 
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Mr. Aurelio Lonardo, Independent Corporate Finance Adviser.  

Member of AIAF and Coordinator of the FinTech Study Group  

Independent Corporate Finance Advisor focusing on Growth Capital and M&A for 

Fintech, Enterprise Software, and Professional Services Companies. 

He held Corporate Finance managerial positions at Groups such as BNL Paribas, 

Unipol, and BANOR SIM.  

Aurelio graduated in Engineering and obtained a MSc in Business Administration 

and Technology Choices at the Business School of the Polytechnic of Milan. 

 

Mr. Amaro Luiz de Oliveira Gomes Board Member, The International Accounting 

Standards Board (IASB), United Kingdom. Amaro is a Board Member with the 

IASB since 1st. July 2009. Before joining the IASB, he was the Head of the 

Financial System Regulation Department of the Central Bank of Brazil. With an in-

depth knowledge of financial sector regulation. He has had various roles and 

responsibilities while in the Central Bank from 1992 until 2009, actively 

participating in many international forums and working groups representing the 

Bank.   

As a senior official at the Central Bank, Mr. Gomes was responsible for drafting 

and proposing to the Board, regulation related to financial products and services (e.g. derivatives, mortgage), 

microfinance (access to banking services and products), consumer rights in the banking sector (banking fees, 

information transparency), capital requirements (implementation of Basel Committee recommendations, including 

Basel II), adoption of international accounting and auditing standards (IFRS and ISA), and best practices and 

recommendations in prudential regulation (implementation of the 25 Core Principles for Effective Banking 

Supervision), and market integration (Mercosur). 
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Ms. Ana María Martínez Pina, Vice Chairman of the Comisión Nacional del 

Mercado de Valores (CNMV), Spain. Born in 1971 in Barcelona, Ana Mª 

Martínez-Pina has a Degree in Law from the Central University of Barcelona 

and belongs to the Spanish Government Insurance Inspectorate.  

She served at the Directorate General of Insurance and Pension Funds and, 

from 2003, at the Institute of Accounting and Accounts Auditing (ICAC), where 

she has been the Assistant Deputy Director General for Standardization and 

Technical Accounting, and the Secretary of the Advisory Committee of 

Accounting.  

She has been a member of the working groups in charge of elaborating the Spanish General Accounting Plan and 

all its implementing rules. She has also been a member of the Governing Committee of the Fund for Orderly Bank 

Restructuring (FROB).  

Prior to her appointment as Vice-Chairman of the CNMV, she was the Chairman of the ICAC. She is the President 

of ESMA’s Corporate Reporting Standing Committee, a member of the Board of the Bank of Spain, and a member 

of the Governing Commitee of the FROB. 

Mr. Ramon Pueyo, Partner KPMG Sustainability Services. KPMG, Spain. 

Ramón has seventeen years' experience in corporate governance and 

corporate social responsibility. His principal areas of focus have been 

corporate governance, ethics and integrity, sustainability and non-financial 

issues in financial markets and investment decisions. Before joining KPMG 

in 2005 he worked for six years for the research institution providing ESG 

research on Spanish companies to, amongst others, the FTSE4GOOD 

Index.  

He has led several engagements on ethics and integrity due diligence and 

corporate governance for some of Spain’s largest companies in the energy and infrastructure sectors. He has 

provided services on ESG strategy and approach for the investor relations departments of several Spanish blue 

chips in the infrastructure, banking and energy sectors. He is regularly invited as a speaker at CSR conferences 

and seminars, both nationally and internationally. He has been a lecturer on microeconomics and is a regular 

contributor to the Spanish press, particularly in Cinco Días newspaper, where he writes a monthly column, and is 

the author of “Lobos Capitalistas. Historias de Éxito y Locura”, a non-fiction book on behavioural economics. 
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Mr. Manuel Puerta, Head of Real Estate Funds in BPI Asset Management, 

Chairman APAF, EFFAS Board member. Portugal. Since 1992, Mr. Puerta 

da Costa has held several positions in BPI Group (now part of Caixa bank 

Group) as Sector Equity Analyst, Head of Research, Head of Capital 

Markets, being appointed as Executive Director in BPI Equity Broker from 

1996 to 2000. From 2000 to 2010 he was responsible for creating a new 

Team, within BPI´s Private Banking Division, responsible for managing 

HNW and UHNW individual portfolios, launching successfully a new range 

of Multi-Asset Products that now are at the core of BPI’s Asset Management 

product offer. From 2008 he was appointed to the Boards of BPI Asset Management (BPI AM) and BPI Insurance 

and Pensions (BPI VP), and in 2010 he took over the Real Estate Funds and Pension Funds managed in-house. 

Mr. Puerta da Costa has years of experience in interacting with several areas of Financial markets, namely 

institutional investors, Equity Analysts and Real Estate managers. He has been a member of the APAF´s board 

since 2008 and has been President of APAF Board of Directors since 2015, after being a deputy the previous 3 

years. Since 2017, Mr. Puerta da Costa has been a member of the board of EFFAS (The European Federation of 

Financial Analysts Societies, www.effas.com), the umbrella organization of all analyst associations in Europe. In 

2017, he was also elected member of the Board of EFAMA – European Fund and Asset Management Association, 

as a representative of the Portuguese association of Fund Managers. He is also the member of the TQC of EFFAS 

and a member of the Financial Analyst College of the Portuguese Economists Bar. He has lectured in several 

seminars and conferences in the last 25 years. 

 

 Prof. Dr. Dirk Soehnholz. M.B.A. (C.U.N.Y.) Business studies in Bayreuth, 

Mannheim and New York (1983-1991). BCG, Gerresheimer, Telepassport, Feri, 

Veritas (1991-2015). Founder, CEO and owner of Diversifikator GmbH (2016-

today). Co-Author "Asset Allocation, Risiko-Overlay und Manager-Selektion" 

(2010). Honorary professor for asset management at Universität Leipzig (2012-

today). Blog www.prof-soehnholz.com (2014-today) 
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Ms Anna Szerzsen, Policy Officer of Security Markets unit, Financial Services 

and Capital Markets Union. European Commission. Anna is a Policy Officer 

seconded from the Polish Finance Ministry to the European Commission's 

Directorate-General for Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital 

Markets Union (DG FISMA) since 2013. Anna works in the Securities Markets 

Unit, where her areas of expertise include MiFID II investor protection, third-

country regime and equivalence policy.   

Anna is a qualified lawyer, admitted to the Warsaw Bar Association in 2012, and 

holds a Master's degree in Law from the University of Warsaw and a Master's 

degree in Banking and Finance from the Warsaw School of Economics. She is currently pursuing a Graduate 

Diploma in Law at the University of Law in London, UK.  

Prior to joining DG FISMA, Anna worked for four years at the Polish Finance Ministry as an expert focusing on 

MIFID II policy reforms, EMIR and Central Securities Depositories Regulation (CSDR). She was also involved in 

discussions on securities law legislation, launched by the European Commission in 2009. 

 

Mr. John Turner, CEO, XBRL International. John is the CEO of XBRL 

International, the standards development organisation behind XBRL, the 

business reporting standard. XBRL International works to enhance 

transparency and accountability in business performance by developing 

and promoting its freely licensed global data exchange specifications in 

the public interest.  

Mr Turner has previously served as the CEO of CoreFiling, a leading 

XBRL vendor, led the XBRL activities of KPMG International LLP and ran 

the first regulatory project to utilise XBRL for data collection, leading the data collection and analysis reengineering 

efforts at APRA, the Australian financial regulator. He is a passionate advocate for the pragmatic use of standards 

to enhance reporting and with the staff of XBRL International works with the consortium's members and leading 

regulators around the world to this end.  

Turner holds BA/LLB from the University of Queensland, where in addition to a law degree he majored in computer 

science and government. Now based in Oxford in the UK, he works in his current role with regulators, policy 

makers, standards setters, financial institutions and the accounting profession from around the world to improve 

business reporting to the benefit of a wide range of users. 

 


